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The Gift Of Giving
| CNN'’s Soledad O’Brien And 20 r Generous New Yorkers

Share Their Passion For Thelr Favorite Charities
EATING A TIME CAPSUL WEH MY DAUGHTER™
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Most people know Soledad O'Brien as the news anchor on CWMN's show
“American Morning.” But this globetrotting reporter is also a busy mom
whao lives in Chelsea with her husband and four kids. Despite her hectic
schedule - which includes waking up before dawn to get to the studios
and later picking up her kids from school - O'Brien makes time for
charitable work she believes in like supporting the Pajama Program
(featured on cover), which provides new pajamas and books 10 needy children,
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hat first spar ked yaur intenest In the |'.'|j HETYR
Prerprmms’

1 b bt mvodved with charities when ol that what
I'm congributing n't juid, "Chs, hene's & check,” bu that I'm
ncally helping somseone. The founder of the Fajama
Program, Genevieve Fiturrn, physically, personally docs so
musch and i very hasuds on, mamber ose, bot also makes sure
that all the morey is really going to help the kids who sead
it and in a vory spocifes wiay - gettieg themn books and paja-
ik, | Beed her visdon. For that resson | was hagey 10 dign
an and dao my teeny werery litthe part.

What lessons hove you leamed from the work
yai've done with the program-

1 thank the biggest lewson is that somctime. it saay bo fod
very tverwhiclnsed by all the need in il duy and age = shout
powverry amdd AIDS and Hisrricane Batring nelic! amd tsusans
relief and the carthquake in Pakiman. Bo joa belpieg a li-
the it a1 @ Liwie cam geoaw inlo hoving am enormous impaL

Hew odd are your children? Do you ever waluniser
together as a famihy?

My daughters ape 6 and 4 and the beys are 2 My daugh-
tefs are very mnuch imvolved with Heartr of Gold, which
helps somc of the kids whe are in honsdless shehiers in our
neighborhaod. They comse bo the handrsiser cvery yoar, and
it poes a litthe bif lste, bul nest year Lhey'pe goisg 1o be old
enough to hadp volenicer, which means theyll ke hamding
il pRograms 1o poophe.

Has your work as a journalisl cowenng ovenis
around the world, from earthguakes to Hurmcane
Katrina, impacted your desire ta get invalved with
ceriain chuses’

I defimitcly kave this seee of immedizcy: | wand prob-
kems fixed immediately and | also cam sew hiww \bsey can be
fixed. Wi ran arownd and repont on when people are naot
dalng their job. So sometimes | feel like, *Woaw, if you could
just pet x mumber of dellani ta this problem.. you ke
smnctisnes you can fix a problem by throwing neanay at i,
A bot of times, Sa | gucid again you s that refleceed in the
wolentocr woek my hisdbhasd Brad and | do. We work with
people who take on projects and woek to solve them.
Theey're goal b to get in fix it do .y and 2, and often very
uch of their own doimg with their owm moeney and theis
o fiEnc

Did yoa have rale rmedels growing up that helped
teach you the importance of giving back to soclety?

I'm from a very Catholic family and my mother was very
musch ittt chisich ai being & way ba help poor people and
combat poverty. | think my pareots’ pencral miskion wik
whatceer pou'ne daing be 2 doce, be samenne who fives the
prredlem, don’t sit around and je talk abowd it or complain
abount it, which is oven winis — just da ar,

o pour let your children wardh you on TV

Yeah they wagch all the Eme, Asd soenctimes ' haed; they
have very specilic questions. My daughter is very inlercied in
knonwiigg if besbies died in Husricane Katrina A kot of it they
don't underatand, they're 5o Bile, they peally don's gt it

When | was growing up we woren' allowed fo watch a ba
of TV but we comld wanch 13 nvoch sews o we waniod. And
I beve the mews as long as you're open and sort of siing
arand and talking aboul the issuci. [ find 8 & jussping off
point for certaim thisg,

In your mind what are the pros 1o ralsing Kids o
Mo Yark?

The pevei a2 sallion paos. | ke going to the American
Musenm of Manaral History or the Muscum of Modsrn A
That's yerur hackyand. | beve thar pou get ta meel ol different
kimds of poople = you don't have to po oul of your way ta
find real variation whether you're talking about beinging
yaur kidi 16 the alfice ane day, of walking down the strect,
o bin youar buildisg.

You mentioned your daughoer watched some of
did pou learn
ary important lessons there that you've alse med
1o pass STy b0 Y OALT kids?

Woui ipend & week covering folla who are druggling a kot
in Mew Orlcans amd you are beought right back dinem o,
“ih yed, thank you God, | remember (o be gratefil for all
that I'm given.” | hope | comvey that sentiment to my chil-
dren as welll | Lhink it's really imporiant that chdldren unsder-
ksl nhat they'ee part of a bigger convmunily. Somatinges
that commuanity is cur neighbusksd of Cleliea, sometinss
that community is Uselr schod communiy, sometimes thak
comamumily i e city of bew Yok and sommctinies thal coen-
musmity is the country of the woeld. And o usderstand thak
wie harve & respronsibility bo belp people. For inatance my girl-
fricmed wha rans the honsches sbclter Heasts of Geldd recent-
Iy called v mary, “There’s a homeless Eamily here who docsn’
have any grocerice’ Anad | il “Well oh my posh just get
prm-m'ﬂ-h:.udﬂll o s And my daughter sid, well
why dont they jud po fo Grisiedes and gel grocenies? [
never croased ber mand that there are poople wio opem a
cabinet and ibvere 5 no food Enide. [ think that's 2 mally
goeod besson for & d-prar-old 1o bearm. 1 think 4 & a litle foo
yousng for thar, ban 6 is not

your coverape of Hurreans Katrina

Do you find that Mew York is a gning cifyd

i ged yes. | think that the idea that poople wha Eve in
Mamhatian ase wnpleaiam asd mude and whatever = | just
thinle theey're all basvy: | cannot tell you the number of Emei
e fakion a double stroller dism the subway s had three
prople stop and help me carry ihat beavy thing down, Yieah,
every 20 offon pome craly person srcams 8 you But for the
muzdl part |'m grateful o live bere. It's a bﬂl.lﬂ.l.ﬁ‘tll‘r.lﬁl-

loving ciry. It realby is.
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Your
Favorite
Charity?

YOUR CHOICES
AND OURS

BAIN ANTELL, director of NYC flag-
ship DENY: My lavoribe chariey is the
Kellner Family PoSiatric Liver Digsoe
Foumdation. Samantha Kellnes sitond
cbild, Raphael, waa dugnosed with a
life-tBaeatenisg discase called biliary
wieesia and had a Bver transplard st 6-
mamiths old. lie is now 2 kappy 3-pear-
old attending pee-school, Thelr feunda-
Gon raipes monsy to bemedit the Liver
Tiankplant Frogram for ids, funding
pesearch, and creating & plads that b G-
e o bk 58 & horipitall (ellne arsiky
Pediotre Lheir DHeoase Feundaben, 113

30 PERT, e el e Prver Faaandia than_arg

JENMIFER AFPPEL, direriee, Bulterup
Babary: | suppoet many cepasibs i
that affer services 1o childeen, and
Eonald ScDonald House {5 o shellan
eeganization, bringing a wonderful
mnge of services to faenilies I8 nod of
help a8 @ critical timse ls thelr lives.
MMonsld MeoDsnsld Heuse o MY,

[ L ]

SILLY BILLY, childnonl emicmismmet
and douwwe ComedyCuses. We do
shews for Tids in hospaials. They'ne
|avshing fof thve Trosar of thee ehiow, and ot
thunking about the Enese, and they hurer
poad memmories and will thisk abhoan it
pfvepwaids [Comenlylsines  Foundamon,

201-F3 2B 10, wmena Dornndycures ol

] RS WR——

DG BLOMSKY, preswdent of fhe
Ceneral Park Conservancy: 1 love The
Friends of Webster Librasy, witich runa @
vised and rase bookshop, t's & nedgidd.
Pesed peen and b amsed Tow e school
thisl i Brross thi street. In addition, the
maney ralsed from the sloee goid 1o
underfanded hibragies around the cry
iFriends &f Websiee Lidwarg, I13-ZEE-
LY, i e LT D)

BMOMICA BLUM, preiidine of Lisceds
Sauare Auumny Improwseese! Desrrier:
W have worked with  Goddard
Errerside Commanity Cendor fea lén
yeass: The organization provides wain-
g, employmont and gEpportive Servics
e B0 formatly homeless mentslly U
Endivedints and it k& these individuals
wihun by miate Linooln Square cleane?

fCoddard Eipewsdde Communily Canbor,
FIZ-BFI-B00, wung geddard grg)

SAMUEL FREEDMAN, Maw el Tiees
educansn et B list tep frvorite
whariibes, Amserboan jewih Workl Sereio:
il ths by Bebia ko] Fenamadiaibon. [Bodh, in
different wory, sinibady the value fudaism
jplace med just on charity fmedalah) bt
o healing the world ftikkun olaen). APMS
sends young Jewish solunicers, Peooe
Corp- ey, ik e s lpingg weorkd The
Kakey Marxicll Foundazion, foanded by the
paseres of an lrneli boy musdened during
e saovand inlilsd, opcraicd & gHEERET
camg For kids wiss hoee @ 8 Dy
by b wrvesar ammcla (Amerkoan
Pk  Warld Sevaw, JEE-SR0- SR,
AT O Kobry PMendell Fowedasins,
30 -854- Ok, s leidmperardicll o]

Pajama Program

ulRing on pafami, brushing heir

teeth, and seuggling wp for a

goodnight sloey sre evening ritu-
als maot kids don't think twace about,
Bisst thewe are many chadron whose bed-
1ees el S0 carefree.

The Pajama Program i a charity
wihise riiicn B i 1o provishe new, warm
pajesnai and beoks o underpeivileped
youth [n nafor cities in the
115, and arcund the ek,
Mangy of the chilileen i bene-
Gty have boen abundoned,

sbused, and depeived of any
e i all. "Bad vime i & valnersbhe time
of day ~ theey're abone, it's dark, its fright-
aning, and] it's ookl dw the peogrims
exocutive dincotor, Cenevicve Pitunm "lis
a way of givimg them hoge that someone
e

Sa far the pregram bas dosstad close
g THOO0 pairs of pajamad, which it
recerved from people and manufacter-
ers aroand ihe country. Energstic vol-
mnloors organin: pajasna drives and box
i pjanaa Lo be s 00 organizations
which can diaribute them Some cwn
reach needy chibdren af far swsey =
Dosnia, Brazil asd the Ukraine,

Piturro has even higher bepes for
the Bauee. "1 woibd like & munulscharer
@ two b0 Belp us organine a way o send
pajamas where they are necdod. That
woull be a phenossenal wiy 1o work
thia program,” ahe saya. Tl is one lithe
pieee of chothing that means so much.”

To find cut mone about the
Fajama Progmim, call 212-71-MYPIS
o vislt s pajama progrmoong.

—By Laura Kenmy



Giving

COZY FRIEDMAN, ewmer of Cony's Culs
Fer Kida: The Dupense iiwer Toundation,
i frvoown 28 The Uncle Yuddy Tusd. It
brings bove and cheer o seriously il
childsen in hespitals by previding enter
tainerenl, W, Gl SpECiel events
during cimes of need. It also refur-
Lishes pediairic playrooms, and
provides fands for medical peoce-
dures ssd holidsy pregrams. (The
Eugeivis Zituser Fosarda ges, T18-517-3550)

RISA GOLDBERG, ar-Joundér of Big City
Momt: Kubion Speaky. Several of 1he
ek i ST Grganisa ton Bapse children
‘whlk sl 36 the smbser of chaldnen
seeEns D be increasing yrar afior year
To help leamn mae ol sstism, Kig
City Mbomns donates & portion of the pee:
ooeds from varcous ovems bo Autism
Speales ewery year [Asbies Spaks, 217
IS A58, wurw autiamapeate org)

GRAHAN HILL, foonder, sk g
) ke Feifier Intcrnational [whose peal is
g Beelp end weeld bunpes and poverty
thrsiigh sl iehance & suedsnsbly] Ky
& Fwart appeoschc gree poopls Serting
chad grows even mone valusble cser o
and necuire (hem i shase some of this
wiith thesir cosnmunity. (Heijer International,

LISA HOLTON, presidient of Schalastic
Esok Fairs and Trade Publishing: The New
Work ‘Women's Foundstion 8 & crees
cultural alliance of women helping
women schires sconomic sellsulfi-
cienecy. We rubie monsy and putit In the
hands of pmazing prass roots crganizs.
tdons ai the forefrent of the fight
apainat mjuitioe spainet women anid
Pk (MWew Vel Wessral Feundation,
134184347, souna sl org)

; Caroline Rodgen

MANHCY KALISH, co-auber of “The
Cagd Agaimir Heastwsils Mow
Haemswaork I3 Hurtlng Our Childerm and
Wil W Can Do Al |r.'H:|l'm
charity is Mew Yoak Canis becaisia it
geis me involved iB projecis that
directly Benclit =my fellew Mew
Voikein. | bowe thse fact that | can ign
up online for any of the hendeeds of
propects  MOPCasen  pponsors  cuch
manih, and fit in veluntesr work
whenewer Fm fres. (New York Cares,
1 FFEE-TYIT, wewu mycmres ong)

LIZ KRUEGER, Seaté Senator: The
Adaptive Design Asssciston, who
wailes to engare that childeen with dis-
sbElites et e customikeed equipment
they need Lo partcipate bally in home,
school, and commuwnity Hbs (The
Adsptive Deifgn Associsties, 213004
1200, mewneadsptivideEign ooy

HIKEl KULE, <hildréns clothing
designir, Kule by Heki Bule: | heee Baby
Buppy for twa ressons, They maie
giving weTy fady by coming te your
houss 1o gel uny baby clodhes or 1oys
of equipment you want to donate
And for mew mome whe have noth-
ing. ihey put together 2 whobs kit of
everplling you meed for your ohild.
They want tbe mothers to foel greal
and loved. (Baby Bugsy 212-T38 1777,
e Babpbugay sagh




THOMAS. LUNDE, fsundor of Link Kids
Big Are One of our chanilsss is Kisds
Crisis. ht supports childeen that have o
be moved out of their home envivon:
reserid sl B i this homer unid the cris
4kt ehy Gaw i as passed. (a3 in Criis,
203337 KEDS, v kkfpincrivi ong)

SARAH MERIANS, swner of Ssvah
Meriama Fhoiography & Compamy: The
Pedhainke Cancer Foandation. Il anly we
could fimd & curs for this terible dis-
eade that 1 alfecing young people
mowr meore than ewer. [Pediatei
Cancéy Foundation, ¥14-FFF-3137,
i e

HATALIT MIYER, cloiling stoee oenry,
Mirtelie and Friads: MOC, which sminds b
drimal Care ard Control They put 50,000
s 1o sleep a year We want to help them
w they don't kanm to dis Ehat. \Ne've sl
irvvolved every year Bl Shan Ketlering,
gending chothing for 400 childeen st the
hospital. [ACC, 210-7E-4000,  Rdrmmorind

71 2-&39-

D& RUTH MASS, Professes of Clinioal
Brsealogy, KVU Medicel Center: Comman
Cewls bas taken the simple idea of chal-
dren oollecting pennies and bafeed il

7137 2= 17, wrw sommondrnld. gyl

CGABRIELLA ROWE, divecror of the
Mandidl School Pyve been feoaring on lit-
eracy and early-chaldbood education
eaimie thal’s whete Uhe growing sepa:

ration bitwois e haved hhd the b
st really starts. Owee wornsder(ul proupl
support ks Firnd Book. They ot childmn's
books, mew omver, info schaoli, o,
Bieuiiia, day cunt comtefs, anywhere
07-T43- 1122, wana Sritbok org)

LESA SPIEGEL, wm-diier, Soho
Paremping, ond co-author of =4 Motherl
Circle: An [mbimate Dialegus o Ercoming
& Mither™: My livorioe eharity is Habicar
for Humanivy. Their goall ks fo chminale
ithe below standard housing for poos
prophe sl cver 1k weakd, This sumser
my T5-pear-old daughter and | went 1o
e (v lears o beald beorses for victims
of Murricans Katrima, It was o profound
EAPLTEENGT . AN AMAEIRG way 0D teach
imparian valises ke helping the b
fortemate and the incredible pride ore
gets in relling wp your el (Habinar
Fer Humasity Mew Yk Ciy 7I8:246:
5656, wene habilatnytorg)

AR WOLF, cur of Ko Yiork Kids Clsbe
ir's Music fot the People. The organizsbon
is bomedd on the peemine that clsisieal
music plays 3 poweriul sole i alll of cur
et i i (e maniversal Banpuape woeld-
wide. To this end. the group of maniciant
hosts banefit concens i Enpoveriahed
aevid 8 peturn Bor wisAbEW B nesded
{bonies, food, schaol epplics). (Music For
e Peopis, s muidfurthiprople.ogl  #
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