ki IR PURCHASED ARTICLE
OUR PURCHASED ARTICLE . @) THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

oNLiATr

WEEKEND JOURMNAL
Thie Parite Of tha -2-

By Mancy Kesabes, The Wall Strest Joumal, 2701 words
Jul 21, 2008

Document Teod

o) H05Dow Jores & Company, inc.Reproduced with permizsion of copynghl owner. Funther repmoouction o
dlésfribetion és profubited willsool DEnTVESION.,

[The travel industry is targeting pecphe who take vacations wilh Triends of cdber famdes. Mancy Keates an how b
rr Sure the retationship survives the trp )

THE TROUBLE STARTED even balona the irg.

Earfar ihis year, Balimore businesaman John Seed began planning a kid-free vacatson o Eurcpe with his wile.
Wvhen friends. hinbed they'd love to comie, Mr. Seed invited them along,

That's when it stopped being Mr. Seed's irip to plan. The couples wrangled over hotels for wesks — spending
thres howrs one night on the phone going through the oplions on the Intemet, because the Seeds refused 1o stay
i a placs with shared bathrooms, Seanching for plane tickets, Mr, Seed would find an affordabls fight and call
his friends, only to gat their volcemail. “It's been @ long and tedious process,” he says.

The "friend-irip,” in which people join up with friends, relatives or other families, can be a memonble way to
borel and cut vecation expanses at the same time. t's & riche the trned industry B increasingly targeting.
espacially with holsl and cther wication costs up sharply this summes. Mullifamly tips are "a big padt of sur
market now,” says & spokeswoman for Jekyll Island Club Hobel in Jelodl Island, Ga., which recently spent $5.5
millicn renovaling two cotiages, one with 10 reoms and one with 13, that greups can book in part or whea,

Al Paradise Point Resorl & Spa in San Diego, with several bvo-unil bungalows and buidings, small Groups now
mcoount for about 25% of its summer busingss. Kiswah Island Golf Resort in Kiswah Island, 5.C., has bvo smal-
group spacialists, who often plan golf, fishing and biking cutings. The hotel added a family- reunion spacialst in
‘e parsd year,

Eight cut of 10 Americans will take ot least one iip this year with friends or relathves. up by mone than a third
since 2001, acconding to a survey by travel corsultants Yesawich, Pepparding, Brown & Russell, which calls the
trand "egethaning ™ "People wan o neconnec by spendng mone Lims with friends and family,” saym Gary Sain,
ths companry’s chisf marosting officer,

Wiith Americans &0 overschaduled, the tims b do that is increasingly on vacation. INs pariculay true for familes.
“Evaryons i working more,” says Lisa Splegel, director of Soho Parenting in Mew Yok, “Whan parents ged
vmcation kire they wan bo spend i with their kids snd their friends. " Marks Schaffer, president of Greal Necs,

M.¥ .- based Leaders in Travel, says aboul 7% of the company’s 4,000 active clients now take trips with pecple
outaide their cwn famiy. She says ahe is booking more mulifarily trips, s parents wand their kids to entertain
each other,

But the resulting logethemass can be painful tself, as fellow trersslers bicker over evarpthing from Row much (o
spend on dinmer bo whelher they ahould spand their time power shopping o vislting musewsms. Jim and JoEllen
Fettharn typically stay ai four-star hotels, but when a fiend organized a week of rafting dewn the Colatads Rever
with sevan other famdies, they signed on. They figured that at 58,000 per Gamily, the guided trip would give: their
o kids & comonable culdoor eopanance. Al thair fnend's recommendation, they kel behind thedr wanm clothes
and rain jackets. “We brought almost nothing based on her account,” says Ms. Feltham.

The wind picked up the first aflermocn, rain followed and ey amaoks the ned Moming drenched and freazing.
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Aer several days of howling storms, the Felthams, whe live in Phoenb, asked if they could escape by
helcopter. Their organizes-friend laughed. It all came 1o a haad wisen Ms. Feltham accused the fiend of using
her postable shower, which was filled with boftled waber, "1 stormed off and didnt talk fo her for the rest of the
evening,” says Ms, Feltham. 'm polite and gracious, but | just wanled ko weing e meck ™ Al the end of tha trip,
the Fekhams drove off without saying goodbye and then skipped a party several weekends laier when ithe
tamiies all shared pholos.

The vacation was put together by Lynn Hayes, who oganizes family trips af famiytrarvel.com for & lving. (She
and Ms. Feitham finally $poke again six weeks laber, whan they bumpad into each obher at their kids' sachoal ) Ms,
Hayes says she had not expected any sloms, nor did she think it was a big deal. But she has since compiled a
ligt of achics for clisnts who mnmmmm har tips: ssseas the compatibility of the ghoup
ahead of tme by getting together for an aftemoon ouling and work out privacy and Space CONCEMS, S0 PEopa
Feel they can o off on their own without offending evweryane.

Travel esperts say that money is often the biggest scurce of tension for co-ravelers and that the bast wary 1o
avoid problems ks to deal with them upfrant. Disciss how to splil dinned — panson by parson o em by item:; find
cut e misch evenyons is comfortable spending on lodging sarly in the process; and bold & mesting midtrip bo
talk cver any issues. Tha most important thing to rememben Go with: kv espectalions.

Thsit frady Saem e @ strangs starting point for an event thal's supposed to be relaxng and fun. But group-
behavior experts say pecple relate to each other best when they'na getling something done logethar. On
wacathon, whan they'ne not on Ehelr roulines, they can create conflict 1o fill the vold. "The relationship can
momentariy loss s purpose,” says David Sioan Wilson, proflesscr of teology and anthropelagy &t Binghambon
Linbsarsity in Binghamicn, M.Y. As & resull, irawelars can be jumgy and angumentative,

Mading Mard Davideon, author of “Travsel With Othacs Without Wishing They'd Stayed Home,™ says that sharing
a vatation only works whan eeerpons feels thay have enough space. She divides trevelsns inka nine types,
inchuding the “relaeer,” the “comfor seeker.” the “culiurst” and the "adverturer.” The trick is learming how o
napoliats with pecphe with different shyles,

This past May, Marcus Rohifs kad a hand time negotiating when he spent & wesk in the Mapa, Calif,, region with
his wife, har siblings and their spousas. Tha plan was: fo maeet in the sarfy aftermaon ot the Rohife's house 0
Tacoma, Wash., and drive down Iogather in one kaige van. Mr. Rohifs ook a half day off from work as an
inguranes makeling manager and waited for the others,

Four hours Esler, the rest of the party sill had nol arrived. "1 thought my husband was going to have a heart
attack.” says his wile, Maelissa Rohlls. When the othess finally gol there, they wanied ko do sofme shopping and
gl dinred — @nd didn’l et off walil 10 pom. Freguent bathroom siops for the five ioddiers on board streiched the
drive inbo a J0hour marathon,

Punchuality bécame a comman thama, with th siress escalating when soma family membars wers an hour labe
for @ 54,000 set meal at the restaurant French Laundry. Whan Mrs. Robtilfs's beother showed up waaring shorts,
ther group waited in the garden, sipping kir noyals and Champagne, while Mrs. Rohifs's sister-in-law rushed back
fo thesir rental house to Setch trousers for her husband,

Soeattle softwane consultant Kevin Hamris - the brother who forgot his troussns — says part of tha challsnge
throughout th trip was balancing his family's schedule with that of Mr. and Mrs. Riohifs, wha don’l have children.
Wi yoal Mave kidl you'ne Mo relaied sboul time,” he says, adding that the conflicl put him "on edge.” The
Erip tumisd out o be fun, bul e tima, Mr. Rohlls sarys, they'll chocss thalr own hoted and branaportation, and take
some time apar from the otherns. =You really nesd time alone.”

Depita the parils, many peopl have travelsd with friends and familly and had memorable bonding Gpanences.
This surmmer, doubling up can lodk even mone attractive as travel costs continue B0 rse. Avarage air fares are up
9. 1% in 2006 froem 2005, according to the Al Tranaport Associalion. Prices of negulal gas ane up nearly 309 o
almost 33 a gallon since last summer, and the Travel industry Assccistion of America says the higher prices this
sumimar will Bdd $30 to $50 1o the fuel bill for a typical road trip. And PricewalerhouteCoopers’s

heizure praciice pradicts that room rales afl high-end rsorts will ise as much as 15% this summer, Total
l:qn_rl:m an travel in the ULS. incressed 7.9% in 2005 and arm axpected to risa ancther 4.5% this year, sas
he

That's partly why Mauresn Gissing was grateful when she received a dream imvitation from old fiends — a free
wesk ifi & 2, 500-square- fool, hree-bedroom open-air estabe in Maui, Hawaii, wih a swimming pool and a
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chiffside view of crashing waves. Her friends had paid 34,500 for the week at a charity auction, then invited Ms.
Bissing and another couple along. As she believed good manners dictated, Ms. Bissing planned to spend time
with her friends and pay for extras like food and household supplies.

The other two invilees took a different approach; The first moming they left the house at 6 am. and didn't retumn
for hours. When Ms. Bissing and her friends planned a dinner of grilled fish and pineapple, the second couple
offered to pay for the pineapple, which cost 50 cents. "By the end, it was all really bad,” says the marketing
manager from Irving, Texas. She says that after three days her friends, Rebecca and Evan Roberts, were 50
upsel they could barely eat with the others. "We definitely needed to take a break when we got home,” says Ms.
Roberts, an adverdising exacutive in Portland, Ora.

The other guesis say they had no idea anything was amiss, They'd already split the cost of groceries for the
house the day they armved, though they dont eat meat or drink hard aloohol and thene was phenty of both in the
cart. And they'd disappearsd aarly in the moming bacause they wanbted to snoroal with dolphins.

As for Mr. Seed, who retumed this week from the Netherlands and Belgium, he reports his trip went surprisingly
well — though it was marked by minor tension, mostly over whether to go shopping or to museums, The couples
ended up agreeing to spend some of their time apart, doing different activities.

"I didn't think it was that bad,” says Eileen Schurter, a spacial- education assistant who ves outside Baltimons
and who travelsd with the Seads. She doas say it was frustrating trying to coordinate the trip. A husband and
wife, she notes, can feal stress traveling together, 80 more people can mean more challenges. But she says she
was thrilled 1o be invited. "My favorite part of the trip was their companionship,” she says. "At the end they said,
We should do it again — but nof next year,™



	WSJ-July2006pg1
	WSJ-July2006pg2
	WSJ-July2006pg3

